Transracially adopted adults are largely invisible as users of adoption support services in England and their voice is rarely heard in debates regarding appropriate adoption support provision. This article draws on findings from interviews with transracially adopted adults and transracially adopted adult participants at a lesbian, gay and bisexual focus group, carried out as part of a mixed method study of service users' views and experiences of post-adoption services in England delivered by an independent post adoption agency, the West Midlands Post Adoption Service (WMPAS) (now After Adoption). The article opens by outlining the policy context and what we already know from existing research about the experiences of domestic transracially adopted adults in England. It then looks at a small group (n=12) of transracially adopted adults' experience of receiving adoption support services.
Similarly, USA transracially adopted adults experienced 'highly racialised worlds' as children (Samuels 2009 p80) and felt 'racially alienated' (Samuels 2009 p86). Patel's (2009) more recent study of six UK transracially adopted adults found they had developed a 'positive' 'mixed racial identity' (p103), although the process had been difficult.
Significantly, UK transracially adopted adults search for information at a younger age than their white counterparts (25.8 years compared to 31.2 years), with 'racial' and ethnic identity issues featuring strong in their reasons for searching (Howe and Feast 2000) . More UK transracial adoptees search for their (black) birth father, both initially "I started to feel not ashamed of who I was": Transracially Adopted Adults and Adoption Support Page 8 of 40 8 and subsequently, than white adoptees (Kirton et al. 2000) . Some feel anxious or ambivalent about searching for their white birth family for fear of being rejected because they are black (Greenwood and Forster undated). Further, they are more likely to feel different from their adoptive families, less likely to feel they "belonged", or to feel 'at home' with their birth relatives than their white counterparts, or to have had their 'racial' and ethnic identity needs met following reunion ( Sixty-six people participated in the larger study. Twelve were domestic transracially adopted adults and it is this group this article focuses on; 7 were interviewed and 5 attended the LGB focus group; 6 were female and 6 male. Their age range was 19 to 33 years (interviewees) and 25 to 44 years (focus group participants); all resided in there were any children currently at risk from the alleged perpetrators. Where suicidal feelings were mentioned I assessed whether the adoptee was a risk to him/herself and explored whether s/he had adequate support. In all instances, the guidelines were followed. Research participants were asked to provide a pseudonym.
Study Limitations
This study did not have the adoption support needs of transracially adopted adults as its primary focus. I am reporting what a sub-sample of research participants told me. I had no reason to disbelieve them; the data was compelling. Although the numbers are small and it is not possible to know how representative they are of transracially adopted adults as a group, these voices are important. Indeed, service users have questioned 'the idea that how "representative" they are affects the validity of what they say ' (Beresford and Campbell 1994 p319) . Significantly, as the participants' childhood experiences relate to a different era, they do not tell us about the experiences of contemporary transracially adopted children who are more likely to have birth family contact and be raised in a racially and culturally diverse community or what their support needs may be.
The findings are drawn from data from a small number of transracially adopted adults "I started to feel not ashamed of who I was": Transracially Adopted Adults Research with a larger sample of transracially adoptees would provide a more complete picture of their adoption support needs. Further, this study does not tell us about the adoption support experiences and needs of younger transracially adopted adults from contemporary placements. Given the absence of UK research on the adoption support needs of transracially adopted adults, the perspectives of the adoptees in this study are relevant, highlighting key issues and questions for practitioners to consider in both the placement of children and the provision of adoption support services.
Findings
Two key themes emerged from the data analysis: positive experiences of postadoption services and gaps in service provision regarding the impact of childhood experiences (racism(s), language and culture, abuse, disruption), and adult "I started to feel not ashamed of who I was": Transracially Adopted Adults and Adoption Support Page 13 of 40
